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joys for me have been learning from each
other and causing a bit of a stir in the Kansas
City Area. We are very optimistic about our fu-
ture and the future of our beloved metropolitan
area.” His organization has worked with The
Greater Kansas City Links, The Jackson
County Links, Hatebusters Inc., The Epsten
Gallery, The Sister City Association of Kansas
City, Missouri, Central Missouri State Univer-
sity, William Jewell College, Vaughn Cultural
Center, and Portfolio Gallery and Education
Center of St. Louis, Missouri, to name a few.

Powell has participated in solo and group
exhibits at Ethnic Art Gallery, the Central Ex-
change, Bruce R. Watkins Cultural Heritage
Center and Museum, The American Jazz Mu-
seum’s Changing Gallery, The Vine Street
Studio, The Review Studio and many others.
His creations have also been accepted in nu-
merous competitions around the country.

His exhibits at numerous colleges and uni-
versities include: Park University, Western
Missouri  University, Lincoln  University,
Rockhurst University (where he spent a year
as artist in residence from 1969 to 1970), The
University of Central Missouri, Avila College,
William Jewell College and the Kansas Univer-
sity Medical Center.

Powell’s art is in numerous private collec-
tions, as well as corporate collections includ-
ing: Sprint Nextel Corporation, H&R Block
Corporation, Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas
City, Fishnet Corporation, Andrew/McMeel
Universal, Sports Association Management,
Inc., Truman Medical Center. The American
Jazz Museum, Nerman Museum of Contem-
porary Art (Oppenheimer Collection) and The
Mulvane Art Museum all have his art as part
of their permanent collections. Additionally, he
has some pieces in The Negro Leagues Base-
ball Museum’s permanent collection as well as
in their traveling exhibition, Shades of Great-
ness, which tours galleries and museums
across the country.

In 2005, Powell was awarded Signature
membership in the National Watercolor Soci-
ety. He won the NWS Combined Donors’ C
Award for his piece, South Sun. In 2006, he
was named one of the “Ones to Watch” by
Watercolor Magic Magazine (now Watercolor
Artist Magazine). In 2013, Powell was award-
ed “Best of Show”, at the Harlem X-Hibit,
Black Art in America.

One of Powell's most bittersweet experi-
ences took place in 2007 when he traveled
with Change the Truth to Kajjansi, Uganda.
There, he worked with the children of St. Mary
Kevin’'s Orphanage. This was a profound ex-
perience in which he first felt initial shock, see-
ing children with so very little. However, he will
tell you of the joy he came to know from work-
ing with these young children as many were
extremely talented. Powell says he found it
hard to leave his little students behind.

Powell is blessed with a wonderful family,
including his lovely wife, Brenda, their son,
Gregory, (and his wife, Tava) and a beautiful
granddaughter, Jaden.

Mr. Speaker, please join me and our col-
leagues in expressing our appreciation to Mr.
Lonnie Powell for his endless commitment to
our artistic community. He is not only a role
model for our artists, but he serves as an ex-
ample of how we can all live our lives. Mr.
Speaker, his art moves us and his contribu-
tions have enlightened our community.
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OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate and recognize Angie
Pfannkuch for being named a 2015 Forty
Under 40 honoree by the award-winning cen-
tral lowa publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 560 business
leaders and growing.

Angie has the determination and drive to be
successful in anything she does, and her ex-
emplary work with Olson Associates Inc. is a
testament to that. As Development Consultant
she utilizes her management abilities to de-
velop large land renovations in Des Moines to
revitalize historic areas. In her free time Angie
likes to dedicate herself to serving others. She
recently took a mission trip to Ghana to help
establish an orphanage, King Cares Inter-
national’s first project in Africa. In all aspects
of her life, Angie is an example of the hard
work and service that makes our state proud.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Angie in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud her for utilizing her talents
to better both her community and the great
state of lowa. | invite my colleagues in the
House to join me in congratulating Angie on
receiving this esteemed designation, thanking
those at Business Record for their great work,
and wishing each member of the 2015 Forty
Under 40 class a long and successful career.

HONORING THE CITY OF MIAMI
BEACH ON ITS CENTENNIAL

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker,
it is with great pride that | rise today to recog-
nize the 100th anniversary of the City of Miami
Beach in Florida’s 23rd Congressional District.

Incorporated on March 26th, 1915, Miami
Beach took its place on the map with only a
handful of residents. Now home to nearly
100,000 people, the City of Miami Beach has
not only grown in population but in reputation.
This vacation paradise is an internationally
recognized tourist destination visited by mil-
lions each year. However, for as much as
Miami Beach is known for its fun and sun, it
has evolved into a hub for business and is a
trendsetter in the areas of arts and culture,
fine dining and entertainment.

More than 100 years ago, Miami Beach pio-
neers Carl Fisher, John Collins and the
Lummus brothers had a vision to develop a
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small island that could stand as a city in and
of itself. Combining their efforts, the Collins
Bridge, the longest wooden bridge in the world
at that time, was constructed to connect Mi-
ami’s mainland with this new island commu-
nity. And with just 33 registered voters, John
Newton Lummus was elected the city’s first
mayor. Soon thereafter, the building boom of
the 1920’s helped create the now historic and
famed Art Deco district, known to the world as
“South Beach.”

As a matter of fact, Miami Beach is home to
numerous sites in the National Register of His-
toric Places, from the Venetian Causeway to
the Fountainebleau Hotel to Beth Jacob Con-
gregation which now houses the Jewish Mu-
seum of Florida. The city’s various neighbor-
hoods are as distinct as its residents, from
South Beach to Mid Beach to North Beach,
Miami Beach radiates a true sense of commu-
nity.

Miami Beach has served as a cultural play-
ground for entertainers such as Jackie Glea-
son, Frank Sinatra and even The Beatles who
performed on the Ed Sullivan Show live from
the Deauville Hotel.

This month Miami Beach will celebrate its
Centennial with 100 hours of showcasing its
history and all the city has to offer, including
a performance by Miami Beach residents and
cultural icons Gloria Estefan, Barry Gibb and
Andrea Bocelli.

Mr. Speaker, it is a great honor for me to
represent the City of Miami Beach in our na-
tion’s capital. | thank Mayor Philip Levine, the
Members of the City Commission, and the
city’s staff for their many accomplishments
that have made the City of Miami Beach a
wonderful place to live, work, visit and raise a
family.

———
SUPPORT OF THE “HOMELAND SE-
CURITY DRONE ASSESSMENT

AND ANALYSIS ACT”

HON. BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in strong support of the “Homeland
Security Drone Assessment and Analysis Act.”

On January 27th, a small drone landed on
the grounds of the White House.

Thankfully, this incident did not threaten the
President or his family, as it was nothing more
than an ill-advised misadventure by a
hobbyist.

It did, however, raise serious questions
about the threat commercially available drones
may pose to individuals, infrastructure, and
our aviation system.

Recently, drones were observed flying over
sensitive assets in France, including nuclear
installations, the home of the French Presi-
dent, and near the United States Embassy.
These drone activities have raised concerns
about the security implications of the commer-
cial availability of small and medium sized
drones.

Undoubtedly, drones have great commercial
potential and their utility will aid our agricul-
tural sector and others in the decades to
come.

Even as drones have the potential for so
much good in the hands of a farmer, there is
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the risk that they will be used for ill in the
hands of someone who intends harm.

Last week, the Subcommittee on Oversight
and Management Efficiency, of which | am the
Ranking Minority Member, of the House Com-
mittee on Homeland Security, held a hearing
regarding the potential security threats posed
by small and medium sized commercially
available drones.

During the hearing, we heard from experts
in the field regarding the need for DHS to act
as the Federal lead in researching the issue of
security vulnerabilities posed by small and me-
dium sized drones.

The witnesses described the need for DHS
to develop security policies and for DHS to
disseminate information to State, local, and
tribal law enforcement officials regarding how
such officials may bolster preparedness for
and responses to attacks perpetrated by com-
mercially available small and medium sized
drones.

| authored the “Homeland Security Drone
Assessment and Analysis Act” to address the
issues raised before the Subcommittee last
week and to ensure DHS serves as the lead
Federal department responsible for the secu-
rity issues raised by small and medium sized
drones.

The bill also requires DHS to conduct a
comprehensive risk assessment regarding
small and medium sized drones so that the
policies the Department and its components
develop are based on sound analysis and the
probable rather than the possible.

Finally, my bill will address the concerns we
heard from the President of the International
Association of Chiefs of Police regarding a
lack of information being disseminated regard-
ing how State, local, and tribal law enforce-
ment agencies should respond to potential
threats posed by drones.

It does so by mandating that the Secretary
of Homeland Security provide information to
State, local, and tribal law enforcement entities
regarding how to prepare for and respond to
potential threats posed by drones.

| urge my colleagues to support the “Home-
land Security Drone Assessment and Analysis
Act”.

TRIBUTE TO GREG IRVINE

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose
dedication and contributions to the community
of Corona and Riverside County at large are
exceptional. Corona has been fortunate to
have dynamic and dedicated community lead-
ers who willingly and unselfishly give their time
and talent and make their communities a bet-
ter place to live and work. Greg Irvine is one
of these individuals. On April 15, 2015, Greg
will be honored for his dedicated service as he
ends his tenure as the Assistant City Manager
for the City of Corona.

Greg's work with the City of Corona began
in 1996 when he first served as the Assistant
City Treasurer. Greg was then promoted to In-
terim City Treasurer and would later be pro-
moted again to serve as Assistant General
Manager for the Department of Water and
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Power. Greg was then moved to be the As-
sistant to the City Manager and in August of
2004, he was appointed to Assistant City Man-
ager. It was in this capacity that he oversaw
public policy for the City of Corona which en-
compassed legislative advocacy and city com-
munications as well as marketing efforts.
Given his depth of experience through his
service as Assistant and Interim City Treas-
urer, he also had the executive responsibility
for the Finance Department. His knowledge
was helpful for Corona in steering through the
recession and has been commended by sev-
eral City Council Members. Additionally,
Greg'’s involvement in the community goes far
beyond the doors of City Hall. He has been an
active participant in numerous community
service organizations throughout Corona.

In light of all Greg Irvine has done for the
community of Corona, | wish him the best as
he embarks on his retirement. Greg’s tireless
passion for the community has contributed im-
mensely to the betterment of Corona, Cali-
fornia. | am proud to call Greg a fellow com-
munity member, American and friend. | know
that many community members are grateful
for his service and salute him as he ends his
time as Assistant City Manager for the City of
Corona.

————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $18,152,372,692,901.05. We've
added $7,525,495,643,987.97 to our debt in 6
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 1963
LEESBURG STOCKADE WOMEN

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize fifteen outstanding women
who at a young age had the courage to take
a stand for their rights and were imprisoned
for it, enduring horrific conditions and cir-
cumstances while confined within a Civil War-
era abandoned stockade located deep in the
backwoods of Leesburg, Georgia. These
brave women will be honored at the 1963
Leesburg Stockade Women’s Honor Program.
This exceptional tribute, sponsored by the
Boys and Girls Club of Americus-Sumter
County, will be held on Saturday, April 4, 2015
at 1:00 p.m. at Georgia Southwestern State
University in Americus, Georgia.

Fifty-two years past, during a dark moment
in our nation’s history, fifteen valiant African-
American adolescent girls from Americus,
Georgia were unjustly imprisoned for their in-
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volvement in a peaceful Civil Rights protest in
their hometown. Taken to the abandoned
stockade, these girls, who were between 11
and 15 years of age, spent close to two
months in conditions that were, quite simply,
reprehensible. Deprived of clean water, ade-
quate nutrition, proper hygiene, contact with
their families, and other basic comforts, these
innocent girls suffered acute physical and psy-
chological turmoil as a result of their struggle
for equality. Such wounds do not heal easily
or quickly, yet even as cuts have turned to
scars, these passionate and fiercely deter-
mined women have overcome.

With this resiliency in mind, it is my privilege
to announce that these devoted citizens stand
together, ever courageous, to share their sto-
ries with the public for the first time. Ten indi-
viduals—Dr. Shirley Green-Reese, Willie Mae
Smith-Davis, Dr. Carol Barner Seay, Melinda
Jones Williams, Verna Hollis, Billie Jo Thorn-
ton Allen, Diane Dorsey-Bowens, Lula
Westbrooks Giriffin, Laura Ruff Saunders and
Emmarene Kaigler Streeter—will speak of
their experiences at the event, bringing vibrant
testimony to the turmoil and triumphs of the
Civil Rights Movement. The remaining five
women—Pearl Brown, Mattie Crittenden, San-
dra Russell Mansfield, Annie Lou Ragans
Laster, and Gloria Westbrooks Breedlove—are
now deceased but will also be honored and
remembered during the ceremony.

A number of local, state, and national fig-
ures, including Americus Mayor Barry Blount;
Senior Vice President of the Boys and Girls
Club of America, Dr. Damon A. Williams; and
Museum Specialist at the National Museum of
African American History and Culture, Debo-
rah Tulani Salahu-Din, will be present to com-
memorate the outstanding fortitude of these
remarkable women. Terrible though it was,
their ordeal continues to spread awareness for
the critical nature of Civil Rights across the
country and thankfully, their trials have not
been in vain.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me today in paying tribute to the enduring
spirits, the dignity, and the impact of these fif-
teen valiant women from Americus, Georgia.
They are living proof that the occurrences of
the past survive within us today. Let us always
be grateful to the 1963 Leesburg Stockade
Women who paved the way for a better today
and a brighter tomorrow for all Americans.

HONORING LUKE MOFFETT
HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
into the concerns of our younger constituents
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Luke Moffett attends Seven Lakes High
School in Katy, Texas. The essay topic is: in
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